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Rrzcra'lED Ej 
rn'\V"1/i .if'" A7ayor's (.Of1h::e 

April 26, 1962 
3/ i_- - --- - J..1 ___ ! 

The Honorable Gordon S . Clinton 
Mayor of the City of Seattle 
County-City Building 
Sea ttle 4, Washington 

near Sir: 

The attached copy of complaint made by me to the various governing 
agencies, of an attempt to do business ·with the Lake vrashington Realty 
is sent to you on the following basis: 

This matter is exposed to you from the office of the N.A.A .C.P . in the 
hope that it will help in a fair appraisal of contributing factors in 
the restricted housing situation for Negroes in Seattle . 

We wish to express our thanks in ao'va.nce for your use of the facts in 
this case in determining what l aws on the books or what legislation can 
be enfor ced to insure all citizens in our city .~ d state equal oppor-
tunities as citizens living in the state of Washington. 

Very sincerely, 

(Mr s .) E. June Smith, 
Vice Pres ident 

FULL FREEDOM BY 1 963 



Dh·e ct or 
Bettor Bus i ness Bu.roan 
Republ i c Building 
Se,J.t t le 1, \/ushinct on 

2.310 E.'.l.st Fine 
foatt'le 22 , 'i,ashinr. t on 

.i'..p•iJ. 26, 1962 

On ·1!0dne i:;d:It, t\pri1 25th, 1962, I kept .:1 h p . rn . appoi nvnent \hth ·Mrs . Lee of the 
L;:,.ke .-·11'"'hi!1r;t on ~e::\J.t y- loc:, t od at J!;th and ~a$t Union Street s . I t was agreed by 
i:,,.3l0'!1hone that I woul d be shcYln iln advert ised hou s e for sal e v;it,h Lake 11lashi ngt on 
v i ew, tvo bed room and f ull basemen-t , r.!..th insidc1 c:!r ar;c . Hr s o Lee> in her own good 
time, Wf)nt thr ouch all tho µrcpara·;:,ory tuotions 05.' showing ::ic hou :- c , to t he ex-
tent of a ccll suprosed.ly to the houce i n quc ~t i cn and s tatinG th:it -there see:ned to 
be no one home , 'but t hat she had a key .:i ·wh:Lc h I saw her r euovc f :r.on t he key case in-
dicn tirw th.<.1t Lt vms the key to t:1e house I wa ~~ to bo shmm , One of the co- agent ::-
t urned to me wi t h t he r o~le\7.'k th~,-~ th:i.:; w-as11 a p:!'etty house , cl c .:=m a s a pin, al moot new. '1 

Ur s . Lem tl'.en drove me to 151'3 - 25th A-..cma:3 n.nd s!iovred r.1::: 'i',0.rouch t his house as i l" 
:Lt. ·il0rc tl-e 2..dve.ntised house . 

Af t01• \ ,e wo~e out of the hou &3 n..'1.d :,frs . Le<~ made no explanatior:., I confronted her with 
the fac t t hat t hi R certai.nly c:,, •.tl d :::.ot be the hcuse that wa s a ct--rert i sod i n t he i:;aper , 
t.o -,,h:i.cr. lJr ~; . 1 -Jz r epl i ed 11 'r h.:1t hott q~ :L::: sold0 • In ar:.swer t o tlTY ouest ion as t o n hy she 
had not t ol d .Vi,O t hat, oei'or c s~10 wa ~tod rr;/ tir:1e , sh::i :.:a id 11you I r e pret ty smar t 3 arn ' t you?11 

To t1y reque st t o ~ee t he houso~ ::;:)l d. Ol'- not. sol d, r.U' R . L 8e said nr don 1t hav(;) t o shm-; 
:1ou a i1ouse that is alr.e ..;.,~y sol d11 • 

L:::tt 0r i n t ho Gvenir.;; I cc':1.J.cc1 the 0H."ler o.f 15li1 - 25th .!1.venuo (I am acqua.1.nte d wi.th th:i.s 
O\'me r ) arid l earned froi,\ he 1· "..ha t, !'lcr house ..-.-us not liste d v;ith t he Lake V!ashinr;t on Real t y 
and :::10ithc.r tms i t £"or sale or l ist.')d wj_th ix.1y other r e al es t ate f j_r m. This ovrner ex-
pressed het' .diseur;t at t hi s brazen act of Hrs . Lee 's , and sai d she ha•:l called t he L lke 
V!ashingt on Roalt)' and l e t t hom u.nd.er sta..11d hm-; s he felt. S!-ie s tatod th,1.t s he had talkGd 
t o the siflt.o:c of Mn-. Lee ab')ut purc!1::i.Ging a house but ha d been emphatic t ha t sh•,~ did 
not. wunt t ~ consider scllinc her pr e s ent dvmll:L."1[; . She said that no real est2.te a.gancy 
had lcey to her horue. 

I t i3 fil:;f concl usion and compl ai nt thrd:, (1) Ur s . Lee L"lt~ntionall<y- wa s mia·0pre sent:ing a 
sales item to ni -:! since sh3 had an 2.IJPcintnen t T:i t ~ :ne to :;;hov1 me a s peci fic house ,;:hich 
was a a'vertiscid in the p.:l,_:x-n·, but instead took ne to an unlisted house indicatin::, as many 
items i n t he home afi ~;he could th-;ti, 1mra lis t ed i n t he adver'ds0men·(, of the ho\.lse for 
sale r,;hic:1 I wa s _ to see, such a s the ·i;l'iO bed- r ooms, the f ull ba.se;;1nnt~ e-tc. (2) Mr s . 
L::11~ r efuse d to show me tho a dvertised hou, e as a p:ro0ct·u1:or. by ·i:.t.l07phone , (J) fr::>m state-
raents f r·on per sons deal:i. ~~E a11 ,1 atte:~1~ >t ing t o de;.\]_ 1d th th:3 L'.ike riashi:-tgt on Roal t y , t his 
ccn<luct, t ho11£h more e.xtrerr.3 t han I have ever h3ax·rl of, is a pattern dh·oct ~d tow2.r d 
Necroes i n r e1a l:. i on to property out s ide tho Co!1t r al Are a, and directed towar d Negroes, 
no matt e r what •;tat.us . 

I would appreciate your L 1vost.igat..ion of this compl a ;_:1t, and w:i.ill [;ladl;-l accept a n ap-
pointmm t to di scu:A; it moru i ully. 

c;over.no1· Ho r. 01l i n:L i t~cri:nina1..i0n 
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